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PRICE the SWINDLER. 


MINUTE « and PARTICULAR ACCOUNT . 


* * 


or THAT ARCH IMPOSTOR, 


CHARLES PRICE, | 


ornzAwisR PATCH, ern WII Mor, ornkx- 


win POWEL, OTHERWISE BRANK, be. c. de. 


"MANY Yians A 2 I 


Stock- Broker and Lottery-Office Keeper 


1 55 In LONDON and WESTMINSTER ; 


| Wherein the Whole of iv various FORGERIES and FRAUDS 
. circumftantially related; 


Toge ther with bie Origin, and all the material Occurrences of 
his Life, W bank Jolpgrare bales. * 82 


FORGERIES on the BANK of EN GLAND: 5 i 


In the cxrryiogon of which, he; in Pang artfol and fo 
fing Manner, bafled every Mode of Detection, ſet on- foot 


by the Directors and the e of or., ſor s 
* * of Gi Years, 


Praerep ron ROBERT TURNER, i in 88 
3 ener. n. 
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"HE father of: Charles Price = vy POrR a rastet FR 
came from South Wales about the year 1702, and 
* — as a 3 at ſeveral places in London. In 
_ - the year 1910, he got into Monmouth-ftreet, as a'journey- 
man to a ſaleſman there, and this laid the foundation of the 
. ſeenes _ ever dignified the fertife'1 rn 
* —— Knavery. By a ſtrict application t6* his. pro- 
Price W im a few years, enabled to ſet up 25 
— in! the trades ahd kept a ſale- ſhop the corner of 
* ſtutet and. Welt:freet, Seven Dials. Some time pre- 
vious to this he had married, but we are not able to 5 
an account of ourhero'v'mother ; nor would it be way 
material to this hiſtory if we could, otherwiſe than that ſhe 
ue fervant in that nei izbbourbood, a Woman who bore a 
'good character, and had been dead ſome! Jets“, 
The character of Mr. Price was, that he was à very ele- 
ver man in his buſineſs, but very illiterate, and equalty 
d. Tpat he was exceedingly artful, and the flower” of 
WE mc i ſtreèt for oratory in the fate of his goods. . 
| the ſame time) he was ſincere! in his friendſhips, deſpiſec 
downright knavery; and'hada regard to reputation. Heb 
*ewo ſons; the eldeſt was ae Thimas, the ſecond, dur 
hero Charles and one daughter, who now lives Tit = 
ſame iſttoet wich vredit atid reputation, Thomas was bred | 
| to his father's buſineſs, and died at Portſmouth two years 
* He married an oftinge- girl of the Haymarket, 9 5 


ve hald relate one antedete, Wich proves bim allied to 
dger brolhber. K Mr. Cmed, ſafeſman in (Ro 
2 by ſend him with a cart W with took and 
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tbe country; and, Mr. Creed . honeſt Thomas des 
- _  _  Camped with the produce of one journey, which was about 
— 2601. Sit Samuel Fludyer was aſfignee to Mr. Creed, and 
RE Tom taking care never to return till after Sir Samuel's deaths 
the creditors were robbed of that ſum. Suffice it to ſay of 
him farther, that, for this and other ſimilar acts of de 8 
his father ſerved him as he did his brother Charles, leaving 
them only a ſhilling each, and the Whole of bis N | 
«his daughter. 2 
To return to our hero. — [When he was about fix 22 
5 of age, he was ſent to a ſchool in Queen-ſtreet, near Soho- 
quatre, kept'by a Mr. Beardmore ; arid his father; ſeeing 
dim a ſad likely to improve, removed him to Mr. Knollet, 
who kept an academy in Queen- ſtreet, Seven Dials. It 
was there he firſt acquired the rudiments of the French lan- 
guage, and, as is too often the caſe, whilſt he was ta 
French by a Swiſs, his native laoguage was neglected, ſo 
that he was neither complete in onè or the other. At this 
| ſchool he continued till he was twelve years old, -4rid then nus 
was taken home io aſſiſt his father, where be ſoon gare 
. _proofs of an early addreſs in his proſeiion,, which the fol- 
|  Jowing inſtance will explain. nl idr 04 Pt 
"1 A ſailor had ſtaggered to Monmauth-ſtreet to buy ſame 
1 clothes, and was caught by our hero at the corner, who 
Toon introduced him into a toom, where it is ſo ingenio 
% _ contrived, that, in the noon of ſurpmer's day, ĩt is hard iy 
poſſible to diſtinguiſh a blue from a black, t a green from 
- blue, coat. The honeſt tar was ſhewn a coat and waiſt- 
4 coat, the real value of Which was about two guineag. 
3 Though they were conſidetably too little, Charley ſqueezed. 
. * up, and perſuaded the fellow that they fitted him eact- 
. The price being demanded, Charley deelared, upon his 
Honour, that the loweſt farthing he could take was fre 
guineas. Thetar, Who ſimply; believed that no man Was 
5 capable of ſo ſolemn an aſſertion to an untruth, put his hand 
| 5 in his pocket, and laid down the money. Charley's cut 
ning, which had never been deficient when an advantage 
could be taken in an honeſt way, ſuggeſted to him tha 
te guineas, for an article worth but two, was bardly . 
1 We pd e 1 0 een father's j . 
{45 iN es of bones! u it! N - 50 
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tds clothes up in. To him Charles 1 % his fol -_ 
2» ding, it that he had a fine fat a e "airs, and. 1 7 
A nt as well have had fix guineas be fle. , Do you,” _ 
fat he, follow me up ſtairs, enquire what 1 have gone, 13 
pretend to be ** angry, ſwear they coſt you ſix guineas, * » 


ve me two or three kicks or cuffs, ayd 1 dare ſwear We 
22 more money out of him, th then, as my father 
is not at home, you ſhall go halves in all we oe. above the five 
False. The ſcheme was readily acquieſced in by. 2 
rneyman. Charley flipped up ſtairs, and preſently 
Journeyman followed. Inquiry, blame, and ſham lows, 
-enſued z thejourneyman ſwore the clothes coſt him fix gu 
neas out of his pocket, and was going to beat. Charley a- 
gain, when the ſailor cried, © Avaſt, maſter, do not beat 
"the boy, if he bas made a miſtake in a guinea, why here it 
433" and, laying it down, departed wel! phate with bis. 
"bargain; but more ſo at having faved the lad 4 drubbig 
ahoinfigtificant-rific of an additional ginea; The 92-4 iS, 
Charley gave his father two guineas, t ihe journeyman balf a 
one, and kept three guineas and a half to himſelf, 
Though this was one of the tricks of trade, and, perhaps, 
p24 jury of commerciaFcaſuiſts the verdict may be « Juſti> 
Gable Diſhoneſty,“ yet the event proved that it was the oy 
of knavery, which; tipened by the dunghil! of an over- 
reaching inclination, poiſoned the foil it very , fertili- 
vw advantage. 
But as all vice riſes prot reſkvely „it was not long 5 % 
evefathes experienced the effects of his. ſon's Na 
with this obſervation we- cannot but. pee tha 10 pity. 1 78 
chod he took to rob his father was an early; i vas nd 
that ſcheme which led to his immediate- deftr x 4 4] 
hero had formed a connection with-z youth of fi td 655 5 
' ciples' with his own, and, being teren feet atid Habs 
years of age, they agreed opoh an excurſio ton. They eachprop 
ſed ways and means, but Charley's compahi not-hayin 
it in his power to Are a ſalficient” ſum Op bb 
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of 26f for ah imriediate purpoſe. The gentleman. accept- 
ed it, and his banker HT the ſum, which Charley qbtain- 
ed, and was never ſeen for a week afterwards, when he 
 afid his companion were found at. a houſe of reception in 
'Covent-Garden, It is eaſy, enough to. Conceive, the confu- 
fon between Mr. Price and the geotleman. when they firſt 
met, and how ſhgcked' the father muſt have been at ſuch an 
inſtance of depraved ipgęnuity in his ſon, He readily. paid 
the money, | and, had not the,tranſaftion happened between 
friends, our hero perhaps would, then haye paig that ſee to a 
certain eſquire of Middleſex, of which he lately ſo ill-na- - 
turedly deprived him, when in cuſtody. for forgery in Tot- 
Hithelds-Bridewell, _  - - a e ene een 
Numberleſs had been his tricks and knaveries; but this 
laſt made his father determine to get rid of him, and, ſor 
that purpoſe, he put him. apprentice to a hatter and oſier in 
St. James's Street, giving with him a conſiderable: pre- 
mium to his maſter, hoping that his conduct, when abroad, 
would be quite different from . what it had been at home, 
and that he would never dare to take the ſame liberties with 
a2 maſter he had done with a father. This is a? very com- 
mon opinion, and as vague as it is common. The ſon that 
will ebeat a father will cheat the whole world ;, and; to-pyt _ 
ſuch a ſon, to another perſon, is like ſending him to fea to 
| mend his manbers. ee e en een 
Wen about Teventeen years of age, he was apprenticed 
Fate ;, he had not been long there before his, maſter 


ad almoſt as much reaſon. to complain of him as bis father. 
Among his other.. tricks, was the following extraordinary 
che. He robbed his father of an elegant ſuit of clothes, in 
Fhich he dreſt; himſelf, and went to his maſter, of whom 
Be purchaſed about, 101, worth of filk ſtockings, leſt lis ad- 
_ dreſs, Benjamin Bolingbroke, Eſq,  Hanoversſquare, and 
ordered, them to be ſent him in an hour's time; Wheu be 
_ . would pay the perſon ' who, brought them. Incredible as it 
may appear, his maſter did not know him, and, to com- 
plete the cheat, out hero came hack, in half an hours in his 
- ufual dreſs, Was, ordered to take the goods home, which he 
dae. prevended.co and thos robbed, boah made Me 
fachet. This was the laff trick, however, he had in bis 
JJ 
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power to play either of them; for, being detected, he fs 
_ away from the former, and the latter, in eteſlation of His 
principles, diſinberited him. D e OY! n ' 
Having thus left both, he entered the world, and became 
2-robbet at large; nor can there be much room to doubt but 
that the idea of -diſpuiſing hinfelf, which he has 'praftiſed - 
for ſo many years paſt, was ſuggeſted to him by the circum- 
Nance of: having deen brought up where he had opportuni- 
tiesto ſhitt his clothes as he pleaſed, Little more can be 
learned of him for ſeveral years. His father lived in credit, 
and, »whiat is very remarkable, was the firſt corpſe over car- 
ried over Weſtminſter- Bridge, which was on the firſt day, 
it wue opened for carriages, when he was taken over in a | 
Hearſe, ſurrounded by multitudes, who flocked to ſee the _ 
opening of ſo noble a ſtructure, and was buried at Lambeth, \ 
:'Thus, abandoned by his father, the world lay before him 
where to chooſe. Tired of trade, which be reckoned . de- 
a neach the character of a gentleman, of confinement, which 
did not correſpond with his notions of diſſipation, — he be- 
5 came. agentlemam's ſervant, and in that capacity lived fome 
7 years, till he got intò the ſervice of Sir Francis Blake Dela» _ 
val, went with him the tour of Europe, returned to Eng- 
land, and, through Sir Francis, who was the boſom- com- 
panion of the late Samuel Fopte, Efq. became comedian. 
That he aRed a principal part in that well-known buſineſs, 
by whichsSir Franeis obtained his lady, with a very large q 
fortune, in which Mr. Foote performed the character of the 
jdrer, abd-afterwards coptrived to conjure that gentle: 
man out of 500d, in a ſham ſcheme in the brewery, in which 
boſineſs that gentleman and Mr. Price were concerned. 
That be was made a bankrupt, and afterwards fer up in the 
diſtihery, defrauded the revenue; was ſent to the King's 
Bench, was releaſed by an inſdlvent act, again turned brew * 
_ er, "defrauded'averycapital gentleman in chat bragch, now = = 
| livingz-vut-of 60001. by the afiftance of the lad befare- 1 
mentioned, in one of his diſguiſes. He was alſo delineated 1 7 -- 0 
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cle, became lottery-office keeper, then ftock-broker, gas 
bled in the Alley, was rumned#by it, again ſet up Jottery-of= 
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rough, and lived with both. We have ſaid enough — > 
of dis character to ſhew what be yo capable of, and what 
l _ HM ry to have been to him, as well as to wy perſon breath- 
7 a certain though ſtale Maxim, that ONESTY 18 
Tie EF rer. 
WE To enumerme; the various frauds nd foiguling eſs; 
tions of this adept in deception would ſwell the account be- 
ond the poſſible bounds of a faurpenny pamphlet. From 
What has been already. mentioned, the reader will be en- 
i. | bled to judge of the capability of his bead, and ſhew the 
£ tinge of a heart, which neyer were at reſt without levelli 
5 their attacks on his beſt and deareſt friends, In robbing. 
the public, be had effrontery enough to avow his depreda- 
ttions, and to laugh at thoſe whom he injured ; but his 
beets friends were 3 under the diſguiſe of perfet-honeſ- 
ty; and ſuch was his art and fineſſe, that the more be plane - 
detred them, the more he ſecured their confidence. © ? 
1 The following late fact will explain Mr. Price better than 
_— 5 2 thouſand comments. 
"=. He was very intimate wich a gentleman, now living at 
- Robe? Mr. R—s, formerly a grocer, but retired ' 
| A from buſineſs, . The meaſures he took to prepare this gen- 
3 as a dupe to the moſt conſummate piece of knave- 
werke as follow: Mr. Price had for along time ** as 
+ by Rwy ry and his friend, Mr. R. had always 
| > „ that opinion of him. To ſecure Mr. R.“s nad O- 
Pinion of his independent ſituation in liſe, Mr. Price, who 
then lived at Knightſbridge, frequently uſed to requeſt the 
favour of Mr. R. to take a bank · note or two into the city, 
1 get them 2 into ſmall ones. In this he had a two- 
+: | fol 195 9 Firſt, be made, himſelf. a man of conſequence 
with Mr. R. and thereby laid him open to his future ſcheme; 2 
And ſecondly, the identical notes, which Mr. R. brought 
dim back, ved as copies for Price to engrave his counter- 
felt ones from. And, in; this, Price: gratified his bigheſt 
8 8 of dificoulation,—for his; Friend became a double 
E:-) Matters went on in this mode of friendſhip; . 
, 5 IF a . a und Mt. R. wi ae to. fall a ſacriſice to any ſoh 
0 e Fa "an * thus Ok 5 the EOS tle 
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de ry UPPER of his 38 He" then «kerma bis. 
N that he Was intimately acquaintell With a very old 
gentleman, Who was extremely rich, us Well in landed as 
hh peiſonal eſtates, ho- had Been a very eminent broker in 
the ale, but had Jong etired. That his monehs in te 
funds were irpmente, and that te only relation he bad in 
2 the world was one ſiſter, to hem to bequeath 
the beſt part of his property 1==tharthis ſiſter was i hear ty 
_  yearsof a age,” had never been märtles, bad determined ne- 
| 1 to marry afry, an nd that e the — ' 
_ could tive long; as he was very old: e, al. 
"moſt incapable! of going our 2 derts.“ Theredder, by 
- this tithe, will probably degin to recolſect Mirg Patch under 
3 and, in fact, it meant wo other, But bt 
Mr. Pacef n ow Wore mam of Mac oha an inhabifant 
f Union lturr, Letther ane; . 
dee r Price, ae ſed us many i des El 
| - abthetevere ſtones 2 2 of to! N n- 
lr a mme, may per haps be college, if we cpnſider 
tha at was moſt probable the nene ls Bond, Heeping or 
©" waking; Was e uppermoſt in his thou 19 10 3 * 
'' iy elt ken that" Ni“ Bond, of Baue „ bad Deen 
vp6h. the Watel for him, the ee 8 
ty impulſe of: conſcious "hs 
reſentedito his . had 
fein te become his uur; and alſo beſoi be. 
d another perſon, in-whoſe fideli 


* 


im to * | 
7 er and fintegrity „Mr. Bond could an ent — 2 r 
| | dence?" a ig Ne yrould make it wel eue cheir while, 
Vf they would Afndertake fo friendly-and ſolemm an office, — 

286 Now,” Haid Mes Price to irt R. here is an opportu- - | 
tunity for ub to Make able ſum in 2 Mort tie, 
and, In all probabfliey a very cdpical fortune in a ſt-w 
1 for, the ſiſtef having determined never to marry, 
and having "no telatione ii the wor ld, chere is no doubt gut 
dende bene us the Whale of the eſtate, as T-now ſtane 
upon fech terme Win her baggher; aud, aſter his geraſe. 
ne will become "(6ta1lj2depthdent upon u, I re oF 2 
„Mx. Bond today, and, i 'you will joln in e e 5 
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To hie propoſal Mr. R. reatlily/ conſented, ' and, we 
may venture to ſay, without: much heſitation. — In the 
ee 1 Pricè returned to Knighiſbr ige. He told Mr. R. >, 
that he had ſeen Mr. Bond; who expreſſed great happinefs 

And caſineſa of mind on ſuch a recommendation, and de- 
ſired to ſee Mr. R. the next day. Price appointed to meet 
him at twelve o'clock, at Mr, Bond's; and, in a ſhort 
time after the appointed hour, Mr. R. knopked at the door. .. 
Hle was ſhewn up ſtairs by the afore- mentioned ſiſter- lady, 
And inttoduced to Mr. Bond, who. was ſeated in a great 
chair, with his- legs in another, and his face covered with 
2 nighi-cap. We leaye the imagination to ſupply any far- 
5 - ther deſcription.) The poor, infirm, debilitated, old gen- 
_/ © -. Yemian regretted the abſence. of ' his.;ever-dear friend Mr. 
| Price, the moſt-worthy man in the world, ,and;-he rang a 
peal on his friendſhipi bonour, haneſty, integrity, &c. &c. 
ga ccompanied with emaciated 'coughs'— was obliged to go 
„ too the city coſſeg : houſe — a punctual man — never failed 
b alan appointment it was the ſoul of buſineſs — and then he 
* told Mr. R. that his dear ſriend deſired to meet him there 
88 exactly at one o'clock; — he approved high! of, Mr. Price's 
f recommendation, and was Bow. happy in i a fo it 


; wanted but a quarter to one he believes, and he hoped Mr. 
HER R. would not fail, as: his dear friend was very enect in- 
= deed. The! uſual compliments paſſed ; the ſiſter conducted 
Mr. R. to the dont, who poſted, away to the city coffee» 
houſe, and left old Maſter Bond, the rich brother, who 
. Was in reality no other than Mr. Price, and the brother's 
maiden ſiſter, who was in fact Mis. Pounteney, to laugh at 
Mr. R's credulity. This ſecond act being gver, the third 
began, and the lot began to Wickenz for Mr. R. had not 
bdbeen five minutes in the coffee-houſe before he was r 20 
by his friend Price, to whom Me. R. recapitulated what 
© paſſed at the old broker's, and, as ſoqn as Price had diſ- 
N85 1 ſome pretended buſineſs, he propoſed calling on 
NIX. Bend. This was readily acquieſced-in by Mr. R. and 


72 { away they drove to Leather-lane ; when they came there, 
—  _- they were informed by the lady that her brother was juſt 
. out in a coach pn. an àiring to Highgate. In hart, 


carried on the comedy completely for ſeveral days, qu- 
g "DA . 4885 * ir | . . wy 
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ning gre = | find. twice or thrice ia ibs ond 
ntleman; the will was made; and, on the ſtreagth of the - 
joint executofſhip p, Mr. R. was ſwindled out öf Very ner 
Iccol. in cath, and bonds to the amount of 2001.” Which 
fraud Wes never diſcovered till Mr. Prices apprehenſion, 

- after Which Mr. R. got up his bonds from Mrs; P. tö 'whom'' + | 
he gave a note for this amount, und which he has deter r 
mined never to par. ante 
Howeyer credulous Mr. R. mey appear to people y ho. 
imagine themſetves' wiſer, or however extravagant tlic ale L 
may tell, we vouch its authenticity, p. 9 7 15 

The following anecdote, though it proves him an er | 

deſigning fellow, yet has nothing in it which exhibits him in 5 ES 
his uſual Proteus: character. He had formed à connexion 2 
and an intimacy with Mr. N a brewer, a man ot 
reſpect and character; to him Price; *who' was then in the 
brewery, propoſed a project for purchaſing hops to the a- 
mount of 2000]. Price actually went into the country, 
contracked for hops to that amount with'ſeveral hop- gro 
ers in Kent, and then applied to Mr. W. for the 2000 l. 
pretendin that 3 ſudden riſe of hops would take place, and 
they not be delivered- ons and that Mr. W. "oO | 
ſhould-have his ſhare of the profit. Whatever were Mr. Wh 
- Wes motives we know not, but he refuſed to advanced the 9 

| Ide fact is, an unexpected riſe did ſopn after take * | 
place; Price went imo Kent 16 demand delivery; be 
growers, perhaps not perfectly ſatisfied with Ee ee \ - 
were ſhy in delivering, eſpecially as they nd they -—þ 
made a bad bargain, Shieh Price, l an a drantsge of 
inſiſted on 200 l. to be off, and Was Wera er paid le. 2 
We mention this little circumſtanes to ſhew that Price wg =: 
neuer out of | bis way, aud that, When he laid a trap for 
— per 2 re ed "t failed in part, Þrought bim 1 

He was ſervile to e derne where bi Sele "i 
could be recompenſed by a ſhilling.” He was'tnafter of x if 8 
moſt conſummate effrontery and impudence; when arp 1 5 7 
called upon him for that ſhilling, if unſupported — 
and he never paid it but with” an eyt to farther{plunder 2 BE 
a wy FR with r that all 2 2 i 
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; 1 „ 08. mankind ſavy he did not paffels addin. 


=) revel Arys loterysoffice-ad ventures. , He: was 


at, ſpecies of flanery diſtiaguiſhed by jus. 
aner. Hep £9. an, extenſive knbws.. 


t in t 
x hh word 


f 15 Weges manners; he Was, likewiſe, proficient? 


in gesding ute heart of mag, , and; to ſuperficial gbſeryers,;.. 
appeared a very ſen ſible perſon, i, H He was 1 in moſt 


_ of the living languages, had a ſmattering af each, but was 


maſter of none, and, not having had the advantages of a 


- liberal edasstien, be was, very deficient evenrin his o, 


| He had travelted all over Franc and. Holland, and been at 


_ moſt, of the Herman counts. He vas at Copenhagen duj- 


ring. the time;of tbe unbappy fate of, thedate,Queen. of Deas 


mark, filter to eee and het ac, that time; wrots (! | 


a pamphlet « clearing her. o ſulpicions, and in Which he 


pointed out the true .cauſe.of ; that. degradihg attack oa, 


what e dear. td her than her lifes: her character, 
ae ect Tt intended. revolution in favour of the 
;dowager's, ſans, : One of thoſe pamphlets he gave 
| Mr. Fehwigk,. the keceper of I otbilhelds biide well, which > 
we have lately read, and, though drapym in very . 
anguage, yet it proyed bim to have; an eye diredted to the 
cabals of the court, and an undexſtandi ng capable of deve 
loping its 1ntrigues. : His character 1 the Change, in 
London, was Well Known; he ds a kcen intriguing ſpe- 
culstor, welk. 91 in the myſtery. of the bulls and barn}; 
Hig head re him to make{;the moſt Secura calcular"; I 


tion, 55 ;his beat would not permit him to enjoß he 
fruits. his honeſt. Iabours, (if ſucks they migbt be 
dane fo if polnible, be never would comply with the 
demand $; a fortunate; exon "unleſs actually terrified.” 
into; 4 9 2 to are him required no ſmall portion of in- 


abel and d reſolution.. This natural propenſity to dif- 


oneſty Was the ſpring of all his misfortunes; it made bim 


| Mit Kom cer th plagg to avoid the abuſe of the vulgat. 
| 1 the clamorous alls of the lucky adventuxers. His 
+ IS 


office wag at the corner of King · ſtreet, Covent - garden, 


accountable xug fail 


luck, and date as REN ee 
's 


rot” oe | 


| whence be was. drivens. about fix years 280, by 2 moſt un- 
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„ Ys 13. 3 e 
3 period Mr. Price bas 8 


| Wy as it was then he bis diſhoneſt practices, it is a2 
ſingular oircumſtante for reflection, that no man can ive” | 1 
2 Who offends agalnſt the lawsjob his country, parti?- 


_ eulatrly in thoſe inſtances which, as they are the moſt dan- 


truly contemptible, and a mind equally Jow and mean. 


ney. + If there is any meaning in the fuppaſed favourable 
opinions, it is this; that; changing the teller's ticket, at the 


25 we date affert, that Mr. Price would 
ay ſuchſhaltow geniues; be would have ſtated 125 ET: 


gerous and deſtructioe to ſociety, naturally calt-for every 
exertion to detect, and where wiſdom and power united 


can never fail, at laſt, in the accompliſhment. 1 
Hlis domeſtic character was {til} worſe; though a bertect 3 
ſycophant abroad, at home he was the moſt abſolute tyrants 3 
nor could a prudent, beautiful, virtuous, woman, endowed - | 

with every qualification to render the marriage: ſtate happy, 9 


ſoſten a brutality of diſpoſition, when the ample fortune he 
obtaihed with her had been ſquandered by him in intrigues, 
as pitiful as they were expenſive 4 for, with all higoutward 
appearances of gentility, he had a degree of pride that was 


We haver thought proper to give this general outline f 
his character, that the render may be enabled io form ſome 
idea of the conſiſteney of his conduct, and be prepated woos: Wh 
relation bf tranſuctions equalhy as ſurpriſing as that character. 

It has deen ſaid in the public papers, that he had em- i, 
ployed his ſolicitor; appointed his counſel, arranged his'af- by 
fairs wich prudence and wiſdom, for making his Oy: — 
and that apiaions had been given on his cafe ſufficiently fa- 

vourable townduce him to ſtand trial: not a word of this is 
true, ecept ihe circumiſtance' of having engaged an attor- 


Bank, from a ſmall to a <P fum, payable by a cafhier, 
was'd fraud and not a forgery; Such an Nader to ſuch a 
caſe might be given by thoſe people of the profeſſion, WhO 
are lawyers am tools, and tools Ne. — 1 
not | 


men eminent in the prufeſſidn and converſant in the crown 
law from them he muſt have been told, that, as long as tile LETS, 2 
words warrant, or order; for payment of money temain ia be 
ſtatutes, for the prevention ot Forgeries, they would has 2 
2 ene r N 18 or e s 
N ee 9 


— 


bs ® 2 


_ Knowing it to be altered, with an intention to defraud, is. 
= EN oF app key y;; but it is evident,” ſrom the event, that 
4 r. Price placed no confidence in the ſhallow. objection; 
de was conſcious the objection would not avail him: that, 
if his identity was proved, he was undone,” and his ſole re- 

Hance was on the concealment of his perſon; and on this he 
ſo much relied, that he braved his fate, and courted the en- 
| | Counter, by ſending for the people, whom he had employed 
| 

| 
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as Patch, to view him as Price; ſo well was he affured 
that they could never egal n as the former, in tbbe 
character of the latter. itt a 3-9 e 
| - Before:we enter upon the detail of his forgeries on the * 
Bank of England, it may not be amiſs to obſerve, that he 
bad formed every requiſite for the perpetuation of his plan. 
Like an able general; Who bas his eye directed more to the 
„c onſequences attending a defeat, than to the purſuits of a 
ſucceſa, +previoully. uncettain, he prepared every meaſure 
* and ſcheme, progreſſively, from the commencement of his 
|).  wndertaking to the final accompliſhment of it. He was, 
therefore, never at a loſs what ſtep to purſue on any emer. | > 
gency. If, from any unfortunate eyent, he ſhould be ſuſj- 
„ pected in his mechanical operations, he took care to carry 
them oy not where he lived, with Mrs. Price, his wife, _ 
dat, at another lodging, with Mrs. Pountney, where be + 
; was not even known by that name, and where he could 
not bedeſcribed by his real one. At home he was always © 
Price. Wherever he manufactured his materials, he was 
in his aſſumed character; ſo that he was Price or Patch, 
ůñiuſt as his neceſſity required. His plan of negotiation was 
the reſult of a mature deliberation, and formed on the ſame 
ſecure principle. The perſons he engaged never knew him 
in his real character, and he took all pbſſible precaution to 
de | Ries againſt contingencies: For, he never ſent an 
emiſſary to negotiate a note, that he ever Joſt ſight of him, 
ceeicher perſonally, or by his agent Mrs. Pounteney,' and -. 
2 there fore could never be ſuipriſed in his projects. pb 8 
Io giving an account of this very extraordinary man, re- 
Le forgeries on the Bank, we ſhall begin, Where 
che generality of hiſtorians leave off, with an obſervation 
Ii, o Ein I 
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-v ade, . a public ignominiqus Aan Going him = 
F e RCs. he ſunk under ar of his GW fears. 
Without fortitude to ſupport him in the hout of trial, he 
determined to avoid the fate of A / he execution by an act 
of private deſperation, - HY RN. 
Having a large family of eight Wide * he 5 4 
turned his thoughts to thoſe devices which pᷣtovVHed ſo fatal to 
him; and, what is very extraordinary, always has proved 
fatal to every man Who has recourſe to them, and, we - 
Will venture to prognoſticate, always willy a forgery on 
the Bank of England. His firſt attack on the Bank was 
about the year 1780, when a forged note had been taken 
there, ſo complete in all its parts, che engraving, the — 
natures, the water - marks, &c. that it paſſed through va- 
rious hands unſuſpected, and was hot diſcoyered till it came 
to a certain department in the routine of that office, and 
through which ag forgery whatever can paſs undiſcovered. 
This occaſioned a conſiderable alarm among that great and 
truly reſpectable body of gentlemen, and notes upon notes 
flowed in, about the lottefy aud Chriſtmag times, without 
. even the leaſt poſſibility of tracing out the firſt negotiator, - 
Various, gonſultations were held, vatigus plans laid, and 
innu were the efforts of detection, but in van; 
they were traced up to one man from every quarter, always 
diſguiſed, always inacceſſible; and, we will venture to p- 
nounce, the forger would have remained much longer a fe» 
onfet, but for the unwearied attention and cool collected 
| ans of Mr. Clark, a public officer at Bow-ſtreet, well 
nown for his ingenuity in detecting offenders onthe Bank, 
the Mint, &c. Indeed we may venture. to ſayy..that, hac 
be deen left to his on diſcreiom to have followed e 
dictates of his on underſtanding, and to have carried into By 1 
execution hi- own plans, the offender. would not hae 
Teigned fo long; ſor, although thoſe, who took upon them wy 
the office, were gentlemen, of integrity and e n 
Charney were inſufficieat for the undertaking, .as 
the ſagacity of Mr, Price always proved an over-mitch.for © 
* zeal, aſſiduity, or ſtratagem. As, from its very great 
n to . BY 9 the Es May's ons” 


5/1 * . - ** 5 4 1 4 
Us | 


— 
= 


K 
27 


* 


I WE 


"0 1 85 ws Ry 
— one perſon only excepted, and ſound, by: ere, : 
ineſſicac * their meaſu res: 
at Mr. Price permitted a partner in vis poet 
\ hed he employed an engraver, had he procured paper to de 

made for him with water- marks put upom it, he muſk have 
been ſoomn diſcovered: but Price was himſelf Mane; he en- 
graved his own plates, he made his own paper with the 
Water-marks, and he was his own negotiator, thereby con- 
fining a ſecret to his own breaſt which he wiſely deemed not 
ſaſe in the breaſt of another; even Mrs! Priee had not the 

Ieaſt knowledge ot ſuſpicion of his: proceedings. Having 

- praQtiſed engraving till he had made him ſelf ſufficient maſter 
of kit, he then made his own ink to prove his own Works: 
_ - havivg purchaſed implements, and manufactured the water- 
mark, he next ſet himſelf to counterfeit the handiwritings, 
and ſaceecded ſo fur as even to puzzle a part of the firſt _ 
body of men in the world, The abilities of the unhappy - 

- Ryland were exerted in his profeſſion, / and therefore the 
impoſition was to be leſs wondered at; but: here was a no- 
vice in the art, capable of equal deception in e part of 

- the dangerous undertaking, and all en him 
Proving equally abortive. The Bank came at Juſt: to the re- 
ſolution of deſcribing the offender by the fol ing public 
advertiſement, which was continued in all eee . 
or « conliderable news, but to no purpoſe, ©» bens 
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- Whereas a perſon; eriig the following deſeription, 
4 TA ed with 255 25 notes,” pur porting to 770 . 
Joer gol. and the aher for 2.61: ande Lan en 55, 
or give ſuch — tice at this Mee an may be the — | 
"0 apprehending him, (ſhall receive One” LINED! Po wunde E - 
{on his commitment. OY Nb eek 8 
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Or F any perſon concerned in e for {orc he. 
e here under deſtribed) well e an 4 For 
uber accomplices, he or ſhe will 'be admitted 5 nes foe the +: 
" erown, and, on conviction ef any one: end het, edu I 
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© ledges. 


| ſen, about thirty. years of » age, light hair, rather. a yelloxy 25 — 8 


| Hack e and affimes the charadter of  (ady's maid 
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2 any engraver, paper maker, 8 T Pay 7 
Sig can geue r the engraving any plate,” moking 815 N 


any mould, ' or paper printing any note reſembli 
notes, Hall receive Two Hundred d Pounts reward on convietion 


of any of the offenders in the above forg ery. 
- He appears about fifty years of age, — fret fi 10355 


bis, Heut made, very Jallow complexion, dark pet -and ee 
rats, ſpeals in general very deliberately with a foreign accents, = 


has worn a black patch over his left eye tied with 4 ring round . + 
his bead, ſametimes wears a white wig, his bit flapped before 
and nearly. ſa at the fides, a brown camblei great coat, buttons 

of the ſame, with a large tape, which be always wears ſo as ta 


cover the lower: part of his face; appears ts have very thick legs, _ 4 


which hang over his ſhoes,. as i ſibelldd; bit ſhoes are very 


road at the toes, and little nerrew old-faſbimgit fibver buckles 


black flocking breeches, walks with a ſhort crutch flick with y5 : 
ivory head, ; floops, on aft to floop, very 1 and walks 
flaws as i infirm 5 he has lately 1520 many hackney-coathes in 
different arts of the totun, aud been frequently ſet down in or 
near PeWand place, in which. A 11 t fuppoſed bs  -* 


He is, att with a woman who anſwers: the fillowing 
aefeription': be is rather tall and gentzel, thin. face and per 


on ber face, and pitted with the ſmall. pax a down cafl | 
ſdeaks very 1 ſometimes wears a. colnured linen jacket” gs - 
petticoat, and ſometimes a white one, a ſmall black bonnet and a; 


125 85 hi is faid that, 1, ont thee months ſince, be lodged at 
Parker's, Ns. 40, in Great: Titchfield-/irget, (who i: 

A dead,) 2 2 he went by the one of W CIO 
5 The 8 e Coe Mr. Price tohis wits : 2 12 
ſorced him, for a time, to refrain from the circulation, ane 
for. ſome months put à total ſtop to it. The next lottery- 
ſoaſon he recommenced his ſchemes, and Mr. Pareu again 
_ -came forth with all his fecrer eclat, notwithſtanding: no 
ſcheme wah ney: could deviſe to F om 
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14 is not unworthy'obſeryation, that hand- bills were de- 
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livered from houſe to houſe throughout the whole © quar- | 


ter where he was moſt ſuſpected to reſide, and at the very 
houſe which he daily reſorted” to, and where all his imple- 
ments were fixed. This was in the neighbourhood of Ma- 
rybone, Portland- place, Oxford-ftreet, and Tottenham-court 


Road: nay, it was thrown down an area to the only-perſon 


jn whom he placed any confidence, a lady whom the reader 


will be preſently acquainted with. By theſe means Price 


Was appriſed of his imminent danger, and conſequently 


took his meaſures accordingly ; in the common phraſe, it 


blew him up, but'it certainly was the means that prevented 


his then being apprehended. Eagerneſs to ſecure baniſhed 


that foreſight and caution. which are ever neceſſary when» 
ever it is in purſuit of artful yillany. _ SE A TTA 

In the preceding part of this narrative we mentioned that 
Mr. Price had no partner, no perſon to whom he intruſted 


any part of the buſineſs of forging a bank - note; we mean 


by that, that he employed no mechanic to afliſt him; but. a 


confident he moſt aſſuredly had, and a female, who was ſe- - 


lected for the buſineſs with as much wiſdom as he diſcovered 


ſagacity in bis projects. It is no leſs a than 


true, that this confidante was his own. wife's aunt, by the 
mother's ſide, with whom he had a long and perfect inti- 


macy previous to his marriage with Mrs. Price: her name 


is Pounteney; and, what is ſtill more ſurpriſing, he carried 


m * 


on the connection till the day of bis death unknown to his 


wife; was daily with her; divided his dinner- times equally 


between the two; and the niece had, for ten years paſt, . 


through the impoſitions of her huſband, conſidered her 


aunt either as dead or reſiding abroad. For this deception 


we ſhall account hereafter; one thing we muſt here ob- 
ſerve, the wife was all innocence, without art or under- 


ſtanding in the ways of the world ta be what is commonly 


called cunning, but, perhaps, had a little reafon to be jea- 


lous. In ſhort ſhe was perfect ſimplicity, and, in her ju- 
venile days, was diſtinguiſhed by the appellation of the 
' pretty idiot. He prudently, therefore, thought her not fit 


to be truſted. Mrs. Pounteney, the aunt, was a character 


extremely oppoſite, to that of her niece; ſhe was really 
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| e 
cunning, artful, and capable of executing any plan which 
Price would chalk out for her: in ſhort, ſhe was the wo- 
man after Price's own heart, and, having had the judge- 
ment to ſele& her for his operations, there is no wonder, 
under the tutelage of Mr. Price, ſhe proved a juſtification 
of his choice. It is eaſy, therefore, to be diſcovered: why 
Mrs. Price was not thought by him a fit object to be truſted 
with ſo important a ſecret, As he perfectly knew ſhe was 
too fond of her filthy bargain, he wiſely judged that a want 
of underſtanding in a pretty woman is a certain proof of the 
want of a neceſſary reſervation, and that he ought. to be 
equally apprehenſive of her fondneſs and ſimplicity in a 
+ Caſe where his own life was immediately concerned. Ha- 
ving made choice of this woman as an aſſiſtant, his appa- 
ratus being all ready, he began his operations; living then 
at Paddington with Mrs. Price, whom he went to nightly, 
and having lodgings alſo near Portland- place, where he 
daily viſited her aunt, and where all the utenſils for his 
undertakings were concealed. - Every thing being thus pre- 
| pared, his next and chief ſcheme was a negotiator; for this 
his wits were ſet to work, and he procured one in the fol- 
lowing manner. Eb PLE A e | oy 
Previous to the commencement of the lottery for the 
year 1780, Mr. Price put an advertiſement into the Daily 
Advertiſer,” in which he required a ſeryant who had been u- 
ſed to live with a ſingle gentleman, and the direction was to 
C. C. Mariborougb 7 Coſfee- bouſe, Broad. freet, Carnaby- 
Market. An honeſt young man, who at that time lived with 
a muſical - inſtrument maker in the Strand, whoſe-name for 
very obvious reaſons we keep ſecret, not being much want 
ed by his maſter, and having been deſired by that maſter to 
look into the papers for a place, happening to read Mr. 
Price's advertiſement, he ſent a letter to the AZariberough- 
 fireet Coffte-houſe, as directed. He heard nothing farther f 
this ſor a week; when, one evening, juſt as it was duſk, - 
a coachman enquired for the man who had anſwered the ad- 
vertiſement, ſaying- there was a gentleman over the way in. + 
a coach wanted to ſpeak. with him. On this, the young 
fellow was called, and went to the ebach, where he was de- 
- fargd to ſtep in. There he ſaw an apparent old man, a. 
; Kt SEE A Ng CC 2 , ey 5 fecting n 
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fecting the foreigner, gouty, wrapped up with five or fix © 
4 yards of flannel about his Jegs, a camblet ſurtout buttoned _ 
| up over his chin cloſe to bis mouth, a large patch over his 
3 left eye, and every part of his face ſo hid, that the young 
ö fellow could not ſee any of it, except his noſe, his right 
eye, and a ſmall part of that cheek. To carry on the de- 
ception {till better, Mr. Price thought proper to place the 
man on his left ſide, on which eye the paich was, ſo that 
the old gentleman could take an aſkance look at the young © 
man with his right eye, and diſcover only a ſmall portion of 
his face. He appeared, by this diſguiſe, to be between fixty 
and ſeventy years of age; and, aftefwards,” when the man 
ſaw him ſtanding, not much undet fix ftet high, owing to 
. boots or ſhoes with heels little leſs than four inches high, - 
Added to this deception, he was {0 buttoned up and ſtrait- 
| ened as to appear perfectly lank. | 45, 10.57% 
1 It may not here be ill timed, to thoſe who did not know © 
5 him, to give the true deſeription of bis perſon. He was a- 
| bout five feet fix inches high, and a compact neat- made 
man, Father ſquare-ſhouldered, and ſomewhat inclined to 
| 1 His legs were firm and well ſet, but, by na- 
tare, his features made him look much older than he really 
f was, which was fifiy-five. His noſe was aquiline, and his 
* eyes ſmall and grey ; bis mouth ſtood very much inwards, 
with very thin lips, his chin pointed and prominent, with | - 
a pale complexion ; but what contributed as much as any 
thing to favour his diſguiſe of ſpeech was his loſs of 'teeth; -_ 
E He walked exceedingly upright, was very active, and quicx 
7 in his walk, and was what we deſeribe a man to be when we 
| 
| 
| 


call him a dapper made man. i 
To this perſon, whoſe Chriſtian name was Samuel, Mr. 
Price affected great age, much bodily infirmity, a faĩnt hec- 
tic cough, with a diſability of almoſt getting out of the 
. coach. Samuel, having been ſeated by the fide of Mr. 
Hae Price, was told he was not wanted by him, Pricey but as 
an under-ſervant to a young nobleman of great fortune, 
L under age, and then in the country, naming Bedfordſhire, 
| to whom he was, and had been ſome years, guardian. Price 
then began to ànquire into the particulars of SamuePs life, 
of which-having been informed, and finding him a young 
n Sr 932 E fellow 
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fellow fit forthe purpoſe, honeſt and jngenuous, talked to 


bim about wages, and Samuel enquired whether he was to 
be in livery or not, To this Mr. Price replied, that he 
could not really tell, for that young nobleman was a_v 
whimifical character, and that was a circumſtance which 
might be ſettled hereafter, To carry on the farce, he deſi- 
red Samuel to oy his maſter to the coach to give ima a 
charaQer, which being done, and the gentleman giving 
him ſuch a one as Price pretended to approve of, a bargain 
was ſtruck for 18s. a week, and a direction given to call on 
Mr. Brank, Price's aſſumed name, at No. 39, Titchfield- 

| ſheet, Ox ford- ſtreet. 1 | T3294 5 
Purſuant to the appointment, which was the ſecond or 
third evening after, Taue! went to Titchfield-ſtreet, and _ / 
there ſaw this guardian of a minor nobleman, whom Sa- | 
muel was to ſerve by waiting on Mr. Brank. At this place, 
Price reſumed his diſcourſe reſpecting his ward, the whim-. 
ſiealneſs of his character, the prodigality of his ways, ape | 
the hard taſk he had to prevent him from ſquandering his 
money away, eſpecially in dabbling with thoſe deceitful al- 
lurances called leitery- tictets. That, although he was. a 
guardian to the nobleman, he was ſtil] obliged to comply. 
With thoſe whims, againſt his own inclination, and in 4 p 


. 


poſition to all advice and remonſtrance. Old Brank boaſt. 
ed of "the happy pioſpect for Samuel by ſerving ſuch a ma. 
ter, and Samuel talked of his wages and clothes, and whe-. 4 
ther he was to be in livery, or not. It was concluded; how« - 
- ever, that for the preſent he ſhould procure a drab coat, | 
turned up with red, till the nobleman's pleaſure was known, 8, 
or he came to town. This converſation: affords a fine pie. 
ture of att and ſimplicity, and leads to a circumſtance very; __ 
welk worth regarding; — Samuel was ordered to get tjge 
clotheß at Bis own charge, and make out bis bill, — Wwhien 
hedid, but was never, 875 This conduct exactly cor- I 


1 reſponded with Price's character, ho never was known tog 
OM part with.a ſhilling out of one hand till he had half-a-guinea "i 
for it in the other. A circumſtance muſt be obſerved here 

alſo; Samuel was placed on the left ſide of the old gentle 5 1 
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whole of the converſation, Samuel could never ſee the right 
+ fide of the old gentleman's face. PETITE 
Samuel, having taken his leave of the old gentleman; was 
ordered to come again in the evening of the firſt day of the 
drawing of the lottery, Mr. Price had alſo ae that 
he ſeldom went to the nobleman's town-houſe of an evening, 
and therefore, in order to avoid giving Samuel unneceſſary 
trouble, he was ordered to come to the ſame place. On 
that evening Samuel punctually attended, and then Mr. 
Price pulled out a variety of papers, letters, &c. and told 
Samuel be had received orders from the thoughtleſs young 
nobleman to purchaſe lottery-tickets as a venture againſt his 
coming to town, and in that buſineſs he meant to employ. 
Samuel. For this purpoſe, he produced ſome ſeeming bank 
notes, and gave Samuel two, one of 20]. the other of 40l. 
He alſo directed him to take the number and dates of them 
on a piece of paper, for fear of loſing them, and to go to 
a lottery- office in the Haymarket, and, with the one of 261. 
to purchaſe an zight-guinea chance; thence he was to goto 
the corner of Bridge- ſtreet, Weſtminſter, to buy andther- 
out of the 4ol. note, and wait at the door of the Parliament- 
ſtreet Coffee-houſe till Mr. Brank came to him. With 
theſe notes Samuel went to the Haymarket, and bought the 
eight - guinea chance with the 20l. note; having got the ba- 
lance, he went to the corner of Bridge- ſtreet, and bought 
another with the 40l. note, purſuant to directions; and 
was going to the Partiament-ftreet Coffee - houſe to meet his 
maſter, when, from the oppoſite ſide of the way, he was 
- bailed by him, complimented for his ſpeed, and informed 
that he, Brank, had not had time to g 
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We forgot to mention, that, when Sam 
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Samuel thereby be puzzled to know where, he had bought 45 | 


the different chances ; as, by ſuch confuſion or forgetfulneſs, 


it might not be recollected where to apply in caſe of a for- 


_ 


tunate number, 45 N THAI 
Mr. Brank having then ſecured the chances and balan- 
ces, Samuel was ordered to go ta. Goodluck's at Charing» 


croſs, thence to King-ſtreet, Covent-Garden, and York- + 


ſtreet, Coyent-Garden, and purchaſe ſome ſmall ſhares and 
chances, and to meet his maſter at the City Coffee-houſe, 
Cheapſide. To all theſe places he went; and, having 
bought his numbers and changed his notes, as he was going 


along York-ſtreet, his maſter called to him from a coach, 


pretended he was fortunate in thus ſeeing him, made Sa- 
muel ſtep in, got the produce of the forgery, and away they 
a r 
In their way thicher, Brank applauded his new ſervant's 
diſpatch, and gave him more notes, to the amount of 40ol. 
with inſtruQions to purchaſe a variety of ſhares and chan- 
ces at different offices about the Exchange; and ditected 
him, as before, to put the chances belonging to each office 
in a ſeparate bag. Samuel having got out of the coach in 
Cheapſide, left his employer in the carriage, and executed 
his cemmiſſions with punctuality and facceſs ; he then re- 
turned, agreeable to his orders, to the City Coffee-houſe, 
vhere he had waited but a few minutes before Mr. Brank 


came hobbling up*to him, and took him into a coach that 


was waiting hard by.” Brank then began complaining of his 


health and his infirmities, obſerving, that the ſatigues of 
buſineſs had kept him longer than he expected, but warned 


Samuel to be always exceeding punctual. Price's reaſon. 


for this punctuality was the dread of a diſcovery, and to 


prevent conſultations, by which he might be detected. In 


the courſe of their journey to the end of Long-Acte, 
where the conchman was ordered to drive, Brank endea- 
voured to amuſe his ſervant with flattering promiſes for his 
attention and fidelity; and, at the time of parting with . 
him, even put a guinea into his hand; but Whether it was 
given with à judicious deſign, or whether it Was in conſe- 
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Ying been fortunate enough to tranſmute his counterfeit ' 
bank-paper into real gold, we will not poſitively-determine, 
though a tolerable opinion may be fermed from this fact; 

that it was the only money poor Sam ever was paid, al- 


though he had then obtained caſh; and other valid ſecurities, © _ 


to the amount of fourteen hundred pounds, on taoſe forged 
notes: In this affair, and clothes, he had expended ſeven 
unds for his maſter's uſe. On parting in Long-Acre, 
am was ordered to be in waiting, for a few days, at his old 
maſter's in the Strand, As this plan was the routine of hig 
employment, it will only be neceſſary now to inform our 
readers, that, Whenever Samuel went into an office,” a wo- 
man, unobſerved by him, always walked in, at the ſame 


time looked about her, as if accompanying ſomebody wWbo ; 


was in the ſhop, and, as ſoon as Samuel had done his buſi- 
neſs, the lady likewiſe walked out. — This woman now 
proves to have been, Mrs. Pounteney, the aunt of Price's 
wife, defcribed in the advertiſement and hand-bill iſſued by 
the Bank. This lady always accompanied Price in a. coach. - 
whenever he went out, and ſtuck cloſe to Samuel at every 
office. As ſoon as he had ſafely. got out, ſhe ſtepped acroſs! 
the way to Price, who was in the coach, and informed him 
of the ſucceſs; then Samuel was hailed, and the property 
ſecured by Price, for fear the ſervant might play-the maſter- 
| Mrs. Pounteney al- 
ways keeping out of ſight, nor did Samuel ever ſeeſher-du- 
ring his ſervitude to Mr. Brank, From Titehfield-ſtreet, 


and during his whole refidence there, which was but.a wens, 


Price always appeared and went out as Brank; and Mis. 
Pounteney always accompanied him, ready to receive the 
diſguiſe, in caſe of any accidental diſcovery; ſo that, if 
neceſſity required it, he was inſtantly ſhifted from HBrank to 


. Price,' and Price to Brank, and thereby Samuel rendered 
_ ihcapable of ſaying, That was the man that had empleyed him. 
We return now to the narrative. On the next Sunday, 
morning a coachman came and enquired for Samuel z the 


niaſter in formed the coachman, that, though Sam worked 


| . N 


the next morning, The coachman held a pargel in, his 


he did hot Iodge there, and that he ſhould not ſee him tiſi! 


1 


him 


. 


„ 


bim to leave, and he ſhould have it the next day. The 


coacnman replied, he was ordered not to leave it, but to 


take it back in caſe he ſhould not ſee the man, and accord - 
ingly went acroſs the way with it. There the maſter ſaw 
the elderly gentleman, with whom he had converſed on Sa- 
muel's character a few days before, to whom the coachman 


delivered the parcel, and ſaw him get into a coach, but, in 


a minute, the coachman returned and left it. This parcel 
contained notes to the amount of zool. with a letter direct- 
ing him ta buy, on the next morning, a ſixteenth, an 
cight-guinea chance, and a whole ticket; to repeat his pur- 


chaſes at different offices, with the uſual precautions, till 


the whole were changed, and to meet bis maſter, Mr, 
Brank, at Mills's Coffee- houſe, Gerard-ſtreet,. Soho, at 


twelve o'clock the next day. Samuel having followed the 


directions, and ſucceeded, he went to meet his maſter as 
ordered. On enquiry at the coffee-houſe, he found that 
no ſuch man had been there; but, in a few minutes, as he 
was ſtanding at the coffee-houſe door, a coachman came 


up to him, and told him, a gentleman at the corner of 


_ Macclesfield-ſtreet wanted to ſpeak with him; on this Sa- 
muel went and found his maſter, Brank, in a coach, Who 
ordered him to come in, and made him fit on the left hand, 


as before deſcribed, that Samuel could only fee the patch- 


ſide of his face. The tickets, ſhares, chances, and balan- 


ces, having been delivered, Mr. Brank ordered his ſervant 


to bid the coachman drive towards Hampſtead, and, in the 


way, he gave Samuel three ſixteenths as a reward for his 


care and diligence, He now talked much of his ward, and 
ſaid, he would be in town in a day or two, and that he would 
ſpeak highly of Samuel's induſtry, On theſe ſubjects Brank 


preached till they reached Mother Black Cap's, at Kentiſli- 
town, and then Samuel was bid to order the coachman to 


turn round. In their way back, Samuel had freſh notes 


given to him to the amount of Sool. with the ſame direc- 
tions, to lay them out in the ſame manner about the Change, 


and to meet his maſter at the ſame place in the evening, 


where Mr. Brank ſaid he ſhould dine; but now Samuel was 
ordered not to diſpoſe of theſe notes at the fame offices he © 
had done the others, and the reaſon for this needs not to be 
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explained. 
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ving been fortunate enough to tranſmute his counterfeit 


bank-paper into real gold, we will not poſitively determine, 


though a tolerable opinion may be fermed from this fact; 
that it was the only money poor Sam ever was. paid, al- 
though he had then obtained caſh; and other valid ſecurities, - 
to the amount of fourteen hundred pounds, on thoſe forged 
notes. In this affair, and clothes, he had expended ſeven 
unds for his maſter's uſe. On parting in Long-Acre, 
am was ordered to be in waiting, for a few days, at his old 
maſter's in the Strand, As this plan was the routine of hig 
employment, it will only be neceſſary now to inform our 
readers, that, Whenever Samuel went into an office,” a wo- 
man, unobſerved by him, always walked in, at the ſame 
time looked about her, as if accompanying ſomebody who 
was in the ſhop, and, as ſoon as Samuel had done his buſi- 
nefs, the lady likewiſe walked out. — This woman now 
proves to have been Mrs, Pounteney, the aunt of Prices 
wife, defcribed in the advertiſement and hand- bill iſſued by 
the Bank. This lady always accompanied Price in a coach. - 
whenever he went out, and ſtuck cloſe to Samuel at every 
office. As ſoon as he had ſafely. got out, ſhe ſtepped acroſs' 
the way to Price, who was in the coach, and informed him 
of the ſucceſs; then Samuel was hailed, and the property 
ſecured by Price, for fear the ſervant might play the maſter- 
à trick, and decamp with the booty, Mrs, Pounteney al- 
ways keeping out of ſight, nor did Samuel ever ſee her du- 
ring his ſervitude to Mr. Brank. From Titehfield- ſtreet, 


and during his whole refidence there, which was but. a week, 


Price always appeared and went out as Brank; and Mrs. 
Pounteney always accompanied him, ready to receive the 
diſguiſe, in caſe of any accidental diſcovery; ſo that, if 
neceſſity required it, he was inſtantly ſhifted from Brank to 


Ptice, and Price to Brank, and thereby Samuel rendered 
incapable of ſaying, That was the man that had empleyed him. 


We return now to the narrative. On the next Sunday 

morning a coachman came and enquired for Samuel z the 
niaſter informed the coachman, that, though Sam worked 
he did hot Todge there, and that he ſhould not ſee him til 
the next morning. The coachman held a pargel -in- his 
hand, ſaying it was for Samuel, which the maſter 1 
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him to leave, and he ſhould have it the next day. The 


coacnman replied, he was ordered not to leave it, but to 
take it back in caſe he ſhould not ſee the man, and accord- 


ingly went acroſs the way with it. There the maſter ſaw 
the elderly gentleman, with whom he had converſed on Sa- 
muel's character a few days before, to whom the coachman 
delivered the parcel, and ſaw him get into a coach, but, in 
a minute, the coachman returned and left it, This parcel 
contained notes to the amount of Zool. with a letter direct- 
ing him ta buy, on the next morning, a ſixteenth, an 
cight-guinea chance, and a whole ticket; to repeat his pur- 


chaſes at different offices, with the uſual precautions, till 


the whole were changed, and to meet his maſter, Mr. 
Brank, at Mills's Coffee- houſe, Gerard-ſtreet,. Soho, at 


twelve o' clock the next day. Samuel having followed the 


directions, and ſucceeded, he went to meet his maſter as 
ordered. On enquiry at the coffee-houſe, he found that 
no ſuch man had been there; but, in a few minutes, as he 
was ſtanding at the coffee-houſe doer, a coachman came 


up to him, and told him, a gentleman at the corner of 


Macclesfield-ſtreet wanted to ſpeak with him; on this Sa- 
muel went and found his maſter, Brank, in a coach, who 
ordered him tocome in, and made him fit on the left hand, 


as before deſcribed, that Samuel could only fee the patch- 


fide of his face. The tickets, ſhares, chances, and'balan- 
ces, having been delivered, Mr. Brank ordered his ſervant 
to bid the coachman drive towards Hampſtead, and, in the 


way, he gave Samuel three ſixteenths as a reward for his 


care and diligence. He now talked much of his ward, and 
ſaid, he would be in town in a day or two, and that he would 
ſpeak highly of Samuel's induſfry. On theſe ſubjects Brank 


preached till they reached Mother Black Cap's, at Kentiſh- 


town, and then Samuel was bid to order the coachman to 
turn round. In their way back, Samuel had freſh notes 


given to him to the amount of Sol. with the ſame direc- 
tions, to lay them out in the ſame manner about the Change, 


and to meet his maſter at the ſame place in the evening, 


where Mr. Brank ſaid he ſnould dine; but now Samuel was 
ordered not to diſpoſe of theſe notes at the ſame offices he 


had done the others, and the reaſon for this needs not to be 
explained. IE, 
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Samuel performed this taſk alſo; and, juſt as he got up 
to the coffee - houſe door; a porter accofted him, and con- 

ducted him to bis maſter, Who was in a Toach a little way 
off. Samuel was now blamed for his delay, a feigned an- 

ger aſſumed, with a declaration, that he would not do if 
not punctual, that he had exceeded his time, and that the 
nobleman was very particular in time, even to a minute, 
Samuel apologized, Brank got hold of the caſh, &c. and 
then ordered him to go forward to the New-Inn, Weſtmin- 
ſter · Bridge, and hire a poſt-chaiſe to earry them to Green- 
wich, to meet the nobleman's ſteward, who was alſo his 
banker, and to whom he was going for more money to pur- 
Chaſe more tickets; making, at the ſame time, obſerva- 
tions on the imprudence and prodigality of his ward. © 
When they came to Greenwich, Samuel v-as ordered to 
go to the Ship, and prepare a dinner, while Brank pretend- 
ed to be negotiating his buſineſs; and inſtructed him alſo 
not to wait longer than three o'clock, but to go to dinner 
at that time, if he, Brank, did not return. "ny 2 
; At half paſt four o'clock Brank came hobbling, cough- 
ing, and feemingly quite out of breath with fatigue.— 
They drank tea together at the Ship, and afterwards return- 
ed to town in the chaiſe ; but here it ſhould be obſerved, 
that Sam was the paymaſter for the dinner and pleaſures of 
the day, under pretence of his maſter having no change. 
From Greenwich they drove to Lombard-ſtreet, and then 
diſcharged the chaiſe. There Sam received more notes to 
the amount of 350l. which he got rid of in his uſual way; 
and at the City Coffee-houſe was again fortunate enough 
to meet his maſter before he got tothe door, He was then 
ordered to attend the next evening at his maſter's lodgings, 

| - Which he accordingly did, and by order three or four times 

; after, in the courſe of which he negotiated 5ool. more in 

: the ſame manner, Mt eee * n 

8 In negotiating the laſt ſum which Samuel received, he 
= viſited Brookſbank's and Ruddle's. Here he was interroga- 
ted whom he lived with, &c. and in this converſation. ho- 

neſt Samuel ſaid he was ſervant to a very rich nobleman's * 

guardian, that he was at board-wages, and gave his addrels ' 
to his old maſter, the muſical inſtiument- maker. We oh. 
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Jellve cd to "hip maſter, Brank, the caſh, he was. told hat 
perhaps he might not be wanted again for a week, and that 
he might wait till ſent for. Before the expiration of that 
week, however, Samuel was apprehended, and conducted 
to Bow- ſtreet, examined by the magiſtrates and gentle- 


men of the Bank, where he told his artleſs tale, bur to 


which no credit was given, and he was committed to Fo- 
thilfields Bridewell, on ſuſpicion of dein counterfeited 
the notes of the Bank of England. 

The aſtoniſnment of the W on his apprehenſion 
would be impoſſible for us to deſcribe. Certain it is, the 
directors of the Bank and the magiſtrates were equally a. 


ſtoniſhed at the ſagacity of the manufacturer, who had bi- 


therto evaded every poſſibility of detection. Nor could 
they be at all ſatisfied of honeſt Sam's innocence, al- 
though his ſtory was, in part, confirmed by his former 
maſter. It is evident alſo, they either paid little credit to 
his ſtory, or, they thought, by keeping him in cuſtody, 
the legality of which is not the preſent queſtion, to be able 
thereby to arrive at ſome information which would throw a 
i on the forger. Whatever were their motives, they 
| humanely provided for him, and that circumſtance ſoftened 
his captivity, which otherwiſe my have made his Nr 
\ truly deplorable. *' 
Samuel being thus in the hands of the 1 it is 
neceſſity to inform the reader that the forged note he had 
paſſed at Brookſbank's and Ruddle's, where he had been in- 
terrogated, was the means of his apprehenſion. That 


pow F a day or two got to the Bank, was traced back to 


hat office, and, application 1 8. Wr made tu _Bow-ſtreer, 
Samuel was ſoon viſited by Sir 8. Wright and Mr. Bond. 
Samuel's examinations were long and frequent, and the 


whole of the tranſactions taken as minutely as we haye ſta- 
ted them. The ſcheme laid to ſecure Mr. Brank was as 
follows. Samuel had been ordered by Brank to ſtay till he 
was ſent for, and an inferior. officer of Bow-ſtreet was fta- 


tioned at the ſhop in the Strand, where Samuel worked, in 


Eaſe he ſhould call in the mean dime. A few days elapſed; 


when Samuel received a meſſage to meet his maſter the next 
$83 at 4 JIs' $ Coffee. houſe, at. eleven lo. IM plan 
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was accordingly concerted." Samuel was ordered by Mr 
Bond not to go till five minutes paſt the time; the above 
inferior officer attending at a diſtance, diſguiſed as a porter, 
with a knot on his ſhoulder, and Mr. Bond, dreſſed as à 
lady, followed at a ſmall diſtance, When Samuel came to 
the coffee-houſe, he found that a real porter had that inſtant 
been thete, and enquired for ſuch a perſon, in ſuch a livery, 
and could have been hardly got out of the door. This in- 
formation Samuel directly told to the lady, and Samuel was 
ſent back to wait; an inflent ruſh was made at Titchheld- | 
ſtreet, but in vain : they found that Brank had nevet been 
there ſince Samuel and he had left it together; not did 
they know him, or any thing concerning him. The ad- 
vertiſements again ſhone forth, the hand- bills were ſhow- 
ered around, but all in vain; nor was Brank ever heard of 
till the next lottery and Chriſtmas times. Poor Samuel, 
However, ſtill lay in durance vile, but his innocence bein 
tjolerably eſtabliſhed, he was, after having been robbed o 
ſeven pounds odd by his maſter, and ſuffering eleven months 
impriſonment, diſcharged with a preſent of twenty pounds. 
The enſuing lottery Price played the ſame game with 
the ſame effect, but, artfully, with notes of higher value, 
for 201. and 40l. were grown too ſuſpicious —Another lad 
got himſelf into cuftody,— another ruſb was made, — and 
Price miſled again by a moment. 
His next ſcheme was an advertifement'fot a perſon in the 
linen-drapery buſineſy, and with notes of 50l. up to a 100k, _, 
two agents purchafed linen-drapery at different ſhops, 
Theſe two young fellows were like wiſe detected by having 
paſſed a 100l. note at Mr. Woollerton's,' Iinen-draper, in © 
Oxford ſtreet, who was fortunate enough to recover th 
Whole of his property, which Mr. Bond had ſeized at No. 
3. on the Terrace, in Tottenhkam- court Road. In ſhort, 
to follow Mr. Price for fix years, through all his procted- 
ings, would be impoſſible; the account would ſyell to a ſo- 
lio volume. —Suffice it to fay, he had 45 different names, 
45 different diſguiſes, and 45 different Jodgings'; but this 
was bis unfortunate number“ The next fcheme he deviſed, 
equally artful with the former, was the following: 
Still in diſguiſe he went to the l about 
Change, — got a boy to take 10l. to the Bank, 
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directions to the teller, who, gives the cuſtomary ticket to 

t ae ; this ticket the lad had orders, inſtead 

of purſping the teller's direction to the caſhjery a8 ds uſual, 

when gut df ſight of the teller, to, turn round another ways 
and bring the ticket back to the coffee- houſe. There be 
uſed to alter the tickets from 10l. to a 1001, by adding an o, 

or a I to any other fum where the addition was eaſysand 

might puzzle the teller, as from 50 to 150, &c. then 

ſend it, by another han to the caſhier, who: paid it un- 


ſuſpectig r dea es 
72 aQtiſed it tillg having 


Iy... „e vy2v% 115 eih 15 
This ſcheme was his laſt, and.be.pe 
d.at Mr. Aldous's, a 12 


received a bank- note which he paſſe 
pawn · broker in Berwick · ſtreet, as e at firſt ſaid, he was 


; 


_ 
- 
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* 


there apprehended. eesti 18 iin hy _ 

Ibis note had had many endorſements, and Price having 

diſguiſed ſeveral of them by additions to the names; and 

his friend, the 7 gentleman, below, not being then at his 

elbow, (probably then engaged in ſome, other, equally ho- 

nourable A 1550 Mr. Price left one endorſemenf ſtanding 

entire. This led to Mr. Aldous's, who knew him by the 

name of Powel, where he came two or three times a week 
had pledged things of great value, and whoſe reſidence Mr. -Yj 

Aldous could never find out, although he.cauſed him to be 

frequently follawed.;. ll 1 niet, 1 
An officer was then, by Mr, Clarke's direction, place 

175 till he came, which was the next day but one, Wes 
he was amuſed and kept in conyetſation till Mr. Clarke's ar- | 
rival, who ſecured and brought him to Bo- tet. 1 

5 Theſe ſuſpicions were almoſt tantamaunt to proof of his 4 
being the celebrated Mr, Patch, which name he got from vg 
the patch aver, hit, ce. Thus were the gentlemen of tbe 

Bank made happy in the detection of ſo dangerous an offen - 

der, ; and the only diſcovery; they. had now to make, which 1 
was of the utmoſt importance, was, here the ſem ale com- "2 
panion and implements. wete concealed, and which, by 5 
manceuvre of Mr, Clarke's, were diſcovered, but not til! 
after his death. — This we {ball relate in turn. His behas 
viour, when firſt in cuſtody, | was exceedinglyinſplent;, Mr. 
Bond, who, during, Price's reſidence in King⸗ſtreet, Co- = 
vent-Garden, was clerk at Bow-ſtreat,; had viſited him on "= 
Account-cf ſome money due to Sir John Fielding's maid- © 
7) ELL TT PITT ERDAL IL GE DA ſervant, - 
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Fervant;' gained by inſuring with Price. He had refuſcd 
payment to the fervant, not knowing with whom ſhe lived; 
but, when he was informed who the girl's maſter was, he 


£ 


waited on Sir John, and, at laſt, but very rgluckantiy, paid 


the money. When taken to Bow-ſtreet, he taxed Mr. 


Bond, who is now. a magiſtrate, with prejudice againſt him 


otratcount ef the old affair, and complained that he ſhould 
not have juſtice done him. He laid the fame accuſation a- 


1 Abraham Newland,” Eſq. principal caſhier of the 


ank, who he ſaid would do him every poſſible injury, on 
account of ſome former antipathy that gentleman had con- 
ceived to him, Thus; cbnſcibus of his own guilt, he im- 
puted revenge to every gentleman Who either. hh 
the duty of making him amenable to the laws of his count= 
ry, or who ſtood forward, even officially, to further the 
calls of juſtice. r FOOTE OROSILN GR) 


One thin 


a ' 5 „ 
| | r 181 
we muſt not omit to mention ; when he was 


under examination, Sir Sampſon Wright fuddenly called 


out Sam, Who ſtocd behind Price: Sam anſwered, and 
appeared to his old maſter, who ſtarted as at a ghoſt; but, 
recolledting himſelf, he aſſumed his old conge, and made 
a polite bow'to his old ſervant. Samuel could only fwear 
to his voice, but could not have the leaſt idea of his perſon 
or features, Being then committed to Tothiffields-Bride- 
well, he turned his thoughts to the deſttuction of the im- 
lements 3" well (knowing that nothing could be got out of 
rs, Price, or any of his family,' to affect him, he made 
no ſcruple of declaring, when under examination, that his 
lodgings werte at à Cheeſemonger's near Tottenham- court 
Road; equally ſecure that nothing could be found there 
to afford the leaſt ſuſpicion of his beingſthe forger deſcribed 


under the character of Patch. Determined to deſtroy every 


thing that could lend the leaſt aſſiſtance to that diſcovery, he 


ſent for Mrs. Price and his eldeſt ſon, a fine youth about 


fifteen years pfage, and then, to her great ſurpriſe, commu- 
nicated to her thoſe lodgings, and the circumſtances re- 


ſpecting her aunt. By the ſon he ſent 2 letter to. Mrs. 


Pounteney, /informingher'of his ſituation, deſiring her in- 
ſtantly to deſtroy every atom of the apparatus, clothes, &c. 


\ To get this letter ſafe out of priſon he had recourſe to an 


* 7 


* 
5 1 


- © expedient 
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1 EE 3) 
exp edient 2s artful, as it was ſucceſsful, 1 Aſter having told 
his ſon that it was often the cuſtom of keepers: of priſons 
to ſearch the erſons of viſitors to priſoners, hel deſired his 
ſon to take off his ſhoe, Which being done, Mr. Price tore 
up the inner ſole, and under it put the letter to Mrs. P—, 

with this injunction, that, if he ſhould be aſked any 3 > 
tion at the gate, whether he had any thing from his father: 
to carry any where, to ſay no; if they attempted to ſcarch 
him, to ſubmit to the ſearch quietly and with temper.— 
iThus prudent, and thus ,guarded, in, his con e f 2 
letter to the very perſon, whom, the Bank would have given 
any ſum to diſcover, the mancuvte had its effect, and the 
jetter reached the aunt in ſafety. The reaſon why the 
tlemen of the Bank were ſo ſolicitous to diſcover'the | 
of this woman is evident. They knew that, whanriedis: 
Was, the dangerous engines were; that, to get at her 
would have been getting into poſſeſſion of. all that was e 
deſtructive to the community. 

We muſt here, for à While, leave Mr. Price in ie e oon 
finement, and accompany the letter to Mrs, P * 
This ſhrewd woman, on the receipt of the letter, with au 
admirable preſence of mind, came down into the kitchen, 
where the maid was, and mildly blamed het for keeping % 
ſmall a fire in ſuch cold weather. She ordered her to take 
the cheeks. out of the grate, and 8 fteſn coals; 
which being done, and the fire beginning to be r | 
high, ſhe artfully told the maid the had received a letter 
from her maſter, who was gone abroad, informing; her 
that the clothes, he had lately worn, he had diſcovered to be 
infected by the plague, contracted during the time of his 
being loſt out of England ; and that he had ordeyes her to 
durn the whole of them immediately. 

She accordingly brought down every article ofclathes) in 
which Mr. Price had concealed himſelf undor the char cter 
of Patch, and, lay ing them on the kuchen floor, took a co. 
lander, and ſprinkled: them with water till they were ſuf- 

ficienily damp io prevent their blazing. - When this was- 
done, * put them on the fire; and, à8 ſoon as they began 
to blaze again took them off, turned 40d watered Dt ma- 
bein, Ms * 5 een Park dee ee the. co. 
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tinved till the whole were conſolidated into à cake, and by + 
that means reduced every atom to powder. e 
Having thus effected one principal end of the letter, ſhe 
then turned her thoughts to the other, the deſtruction of 
ne materials with which Mr. Price had ſo induſtriouſly 
oatrĩed on his iugenious practices. The ſervant had a ſiſtet 


eng in the neighbourhood, and Mr, Price having had 
o9ccaſion once or twice for a carpenter, through the medium 
. of- this ſiſter one had been employed by Mis. Pounteney, 
Wi but to hom Price had never been viſible, * She therefore 
1 ordered the ſervant to go ſor that carpenter, in order to 
- take down the wood frame, preſſes, inſtruments, &c. with | 
which Price had made his paper, and printed off his notes 
from the plates, all which were exactly fitted up in the man- 
ner of coppet · plate printers materials. While the maid, 
went out for the carpenter, Mrs. Pounteney took the cop- 
per- plates, &c. put them into the fire, and, when, tho- 
roughly burdt through and red hot, took them out, and 
lot them lie till they were eool, whereby they were reduced 
to a pliability capable of being twiſted and broke with eaſe. * 
Having effected this, ſhe reduced them to very ſmall pieces, 
1 and with a large bundle of ſmall wires, wich which Mr. 
Price bad manufactured the paper and water-marks, gave 
| them to the ſon, deſiring him to take them to the duſt, 
heaps behind the  hoafes, in the adjacent fields, and there ; 
diſtribute them from heap to heap, kicking the Juſt over 
the pieces as he diſtributed them, that, if ſeen, they mil; ay 
not be found in ſuch'parcels ag to occaſion a ſurpriſe K 
ture enquiry. The lad having obeyed his great aunt 
in theſe particulars, the remains of the plates lay there, till, 
bya ftratagem of Mr, Clarke's;they were found and brou he. 
to Bow-ſtreet by duſtmen, and 'rewarded as promiſed By 
Mr. Clarke. The carpenter, having taken down the appa- 
ratus, and being paid fof His trouble, was diſpatched ;..e-" 
very thing then Was brought down, and' reduced to aſhes, - | 
ſo that hardly any thing remained a body, except the bits 
at plates and wires which could not be reduced, 
Whe ſtep Mr, Clarke took after Price's death, t find put 
Mrs. Pougteney and the implements, had its effect. Mre. 
Priee, who was informed by her huſband of the place af 
Mrs. Pounteney's abode, diſcovered it. She was taken in- 
9 2 . | ; 00.55 20081] 
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to euſtody, and ingentiouſly told every circumſtance from 
beginning to end, which were of a nature almoſt exceeding 
buman belief, The frame, with which be made the lat 
bank- notes, was found in the bouſe ; and all the imple- 
ments employed in making the paper, with the preſs for 
printing the notes, at a ſmith's in the nejghbourhoad, whi- 
ther the carpenter, who took them don, had carried them 
by Mrs. Pounteney's direction. The whole of the myſtery 
diſcovered, the principal offender dead, the apparatus found 
and deftroyed, and the gentlemen of the Bank fully ſatis- 
fied that no accomplice lurked behind the curtain, not 
_ wiſhing to take the life of a woman away, have humanely 
diſcharged her. On a ſecond ſearch, the frame with Which 
Price made his paper was found; and; being aſked by Mr. 
Clarke what it was; with an art and compoſure which pro- 
ved her à perfect diſciple of her tutor, replied, It is an in- 
ſtrument ule for monglin g. 
| We have flow concluded our'ucedunt of Mr, Price, from 
; the time of his commencing his different ſchemes on the 
Bank, in the year 1780, to bis laſt houiur. 
5 His natural aſſurance was exhibited in the following tea- 
1 ſure he todk to try if he was even ſuſpected. He would go 
to the coffee houes about Change, appear as Price, enquircre 
| for Mr. Norton; wfite'a letter, and leave it at the bar. In 
den minutes he would come in again as Mr. Norton; take 
s His on Fetter, 'drink his coffee, and away. A boy, who 
[ Had two or three times taken his caſſ to the teller, and that 
bdopy's mother, Who had zIſo ſeen him, were brought by his xv 
| attorney to vie him in priſon.” The boy could not identi? 
f fy him ; the mother could, and, in Tpire of all that could 3 
* de fad, perſiſted- in her knowledge. We hear fora fct,% 
| ae were both before the magiſtrate-at Bow fireet,''Nir. 
Pre had been three Gr four times brought up. there, to dñde 
ö _ viewed otihyby the:perfors whis had taken forged notes of 
- himin different diſguiſes the Event was, he Taw the im- i 
' poſſibility of efcaping- the: ſlow but ſure hand of juſtice, "Xx 
| e told the keeper he had been betrayed, and the next morn- = 
F ing was found bangihg. The invention, the method, and 8 


———_ 


; the means, he took, were af a piece with his uſual caurion 
| and deliberation, He informedhis ſon that he people of te 
8 e pepe, _ 
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priſon came into bis room ſooner than he wiſhedʒ that he 
wiſhed to prevent it, and gave his fon. money to purchaſe 


* 
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two gimblets and a ſixpenny cord, pointing out to him how 
he would ſtick the gimblets in from poſt to poſt, and tie the 
"cord acroſs the door, which opened jnwards, and thereby 
prevent any perſon from opening in till he pleaſed to permit 
them. The ſcheme had its effect; — he faſtened the two 


"gitnblets under _ ſerews, and thus, having four ſe- 


' curickes to prevent his falling, he was found the next morn- 


ing hanging without coat or ſuo es 2 
Under his waiſtcoat were found thtee papers. One was 


© a petition to the king, | praying protection for his wife and 


| . innocent children, all of whom, be ſaid, had never 


offended. In this petition he ſtated, that he had written a 
pamphlet with a view to prevent a war between the crowns 


of England and Denmark, and to reſcue the character of 


Queen Matilda from the baſe aſperſions of the Queen Dow- 


' 'ager's patty. The ſecond contained the moſt warm and 


grateful thanks to Mr. Fenwick, the keeper of the priſon, 
for the many obligations he was under to him for his con- 


ſiſtent indulgence and favours, with a prayer that the Al- 
mighty would be his keeper, and reward him for it in due 
time. The laſt conſiſted of an. affeRionate leave of his 


wife: —he begged her - forgiveneſs for, every injury he had 


done her, and intreated her attention to their offspring; 
__ concluding with a hope of their meeting in Heaven, where 
their preſent miſeries would have an end. One thing is 


| obſervable; in theſe papers, formed with conſideration, he 


- ſolemnly denied every thing. The coroner's inqueſt fat on 
his body, and brought in-their verdict felo de ſe, in conſe- 
, quence: of Which he was buried in the croſs- road, near the 


priſon, leading to Chelſea. |, |; | 


Price had borrowed of Mr. Aldous, the pawn-broker, a 


| large ſervice of plate, and left bank+notes as ſecurity for his. 
returning it; we aſſure the reader that it was wholly falſe 
and groundleſs. Mr. Aldous took every ſtep, in his power 


to diſeover the impoſtor, and was the principal per 
_ -. whoſe: aſſiſtance he was apprehended... He ha 
© things. of value ſeygral times there in the name of Powel ; 


ſon by 


- pledged 


Mrs, 
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Mrs. Pounteney had been there, on the ſame errand, as 0 5 
Mrs. Powel, —had repreſented her huſband às having an 
important poſt at St. James's. They had talked each of the | 
other, and each of them had pledged the ſame gold watch 
at different times. But, on his apprehenfion, he denied a- 
ny knowledge of the woman, even to Mr. Aldous's face; 
threatened his apprehenders with actions ;—ridiculed them 
for not finding, among others, a 10l. note which he had in 
his fob under bis watch, and which be produced, although 
that identical note was one of the notes delivered by the 
caſhier upon one of the forged tickets. | 3 
As ſoon as the news of Price's death had reached Mr 
Clark's ears, he poſted to Mrs, Price. He informed her 
of the ſhocking event, and then urged her to diſcover where 
the woman was with whom Mr. Price had been connected, 
and, by this means, her huſband might afterwards be ſuf- : 
fered to have Chriſtian interment, although the verdict of J 
the coroner's inqueſt muſt be formally complied witn. 
The propoſal had its effect; — tenderneſs to her huſband 


of 


prevailed ; her ſon, who was by, earneſtly implored his * 
mother to tell, or ſuffer him to tell, who and where the 
woman was. Mrs. Price conſented, and Mr. Clark was * 


directed to the houſe, where every thing was found that 
could give ſatisfaction to the gentlemen of the Bank, and 
a moſt important ſervice. thereby, done the community. 
The body, which was buried purſuant to the ſentence, _ | 
lay a week before it was taken away. From that circum+* #5. a 
ſtance, as well as the manner in which it was taken, there 
is little room to doubt but that his bones are nom an orna= 
ment in the rotunda of ſome anatomical exhibition. 7 
As we have been favoured with the following curious 
Anecdotes, ſince we concluded our account of Mr. Price, 5 
the obligation we are under to the gentlemen, who fa- = 
voured. us with them, induces us to lay theſe remarkable 
faQs before the public. They would have ſtood much better 
at the beginning than at the latter end of this narrative z 
but, as we are authoriſed to make. uſe of the gentleman's ; 
name, the reader, we hope, will ſee that they ſerde, in this * *% 
place, to wind up the hiſtory of this arch impoſtor, in ts 
whole of which. the ſſricteſt 2 has been paid to truth. 
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lth November, 1782, Mr. Spilſbury, of Soho-ſquare, re- 
; ceived a card in the name of Wilmot, which had been leſt 
dy a perſon who had called at his houſe in his abſence. The 
next evening Mr. Spilſbury received the following note: 
Mr. Wilmot's complits to Mr. Spilſbur. wiſhes to con- 
verſe with him To minutes. having an Order oe His drops, 
at half paſt five o'clock this evening; | 

. Greſſe-firtet, Ratbbone-place." | © 

At the time appointed Mr. Spilſbury woinld on Mr. Wil 
mot in'Grefſe-fireet. He was ſhewn into a parlour by the 
foot-boy, and amuſed himſelf there about half an hour be- 
fore Mr. Wilmot made his appearance. On bis entry he 
appeared to be a- very infirm old man, wrapt up in a great 

coat, with a flouched hat on, a piece of red flannel round 
the lower part of bis face, a large buſh wig, his legs wrapped 
over wich flannel, and a pair of green ſpeQacles on his 
noſe, with a green ſilk ſhade hanging down from his bat, 

but no patch on his eye. 
We muſt here inform our readers, that Mr. Spilſbury 
and Mr. Price knew each other perfectly well, had fre- 
quently met at Percy-ſtreet coffee-houſe, Rithbone-place, | 
and often converſed together; but Mr. e had no 
idea or recollection of the one in the other. 

As ſoon as Mr. Wilmot came into the parlour bis ardt ob⸗ 
ſervation was on his own dreſs; and, as it may be ſafely ſaid 
he neyer did one honeſt act, ſo it may be fairly ; concluded * - 
he never told one truth in his life. Conformably to this, 
he accounted thus for his flannel on his fact: that he had 
ſuffered exceedingly in the drawing of a tooth by an un- 
ſkilful dentiſt; and wore it in order to prevent his catching 
cold, He then entered very familiarly into converſation with 

Mr. Spilſbury, extolled the merits of his drops, and re- 
counted the great cures they had performed, Mr. Wil mot 
ſtyled himſelf a dealer in diamonds; and, after ſome ſhort 
converſation; Mr. Spilſbury departed with the promiſe of 
an order in a few days, It mult be clear to every capaci 

why Price did not. chooſe to give the order immediatelß, 

for the delay was intended to ſtrengthen Mr. geg 5 
opinion'of him, and to wipe off all ſuſpicion of frau. 

In a few. days Mr. n received: a ſecond note, 

which was as N 3 1 I | 
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% Mr. Wilmot's 8 to Mr. Spilſbur, 8 
he will put up twelve bottles of drops, at 38, bd. againſt, 
Friday three o'clack, the boy will call and pay for them. 
alſa, Mr.  Spilſbur. will ſend a copy or form of an Adver- 
tiſement—and. atteſtation, leaving a Blank for the Names. 
the caſe was—the man was violently broke out in legs, Body 


Bottles, and it is really aſtoniſhing how much He is reco- 
vered, - when Mr. Wilmot comes to town to-morrow week. 
He will fend the voucher eee by Eine of con- 
ſeq uence. | | 
Grafſe-flreet, No. $92.16 

"The boy did not come on the F dag, as mentioned, but 
the Friday week, with another note, in which Mr, Wilmot 
deſired Mr. Spilſbury to ſend two guineas worth of the drops 
and. change ſor 2-10]. bank-note, One circumſtance we 
muſt not omit. Mr, Wilmot deſired Mr. Spilſbury to be 
particular in ſending guineas of good weight. The bank - 

note appeated to be a new one, and but Fately come from 


change was got in the neighbourhood, and the drops ſent. 
Mr. Spilſbury heard” nothing farther for ſome time, when 8 
he akin a. card from Sir 8. Wright, deſiring his attend- 
ance at Bow-ſtreet, where he gave the whole of the parti- 
culars, produced the two foregoing letters, and, to his aſlge 
niſhment, was informed of the forgery. 'I he note had | 
to the Bank, was ſtopped, -and traced back, The officers 
paid an immediate viſit to Mr. Wilmot who had ſometime 
before taken care to quit Grelle-ſtrest 5 at ne „ 1 
7 eſcaped. | 
On 4bis- viſit it fortunately fell out that another nele- 
m_ who had but juſt ſent in his goods, thereby ſav them, 
though he was obliged to put up with the-loſs of his caſh, - 
It happened, not long after this, that Mr. Spilſbury and 
Mr. Price met at Percy ſtreet coffec- houſe, and thete 4 
ſoene enſued, that perhaps has never been ule. by 2 
moſt fertile of inventive geniuſes. 
As they were drinking their chocolate, and talking nr 
the occurrences of the day, Mr. Spilſbury told the 8 


oy to his Ll houſs edel, 00 en a des 


and face, and he actually had no other phyſie than two of the . 


the Bank; and, not in the leaſt ſuſpecting its reality, FN; 
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A 
_ of ſurpriſe at the neatneſs of the forgery. Price kept crying 
out every now and then; Lack a day! good God! who 
Could conceive ſuch knavery could exiſt! What, and did 
the Bank refuſe payment, fir?” „O yes,” ſaid Mr. Spil- 
ibury, with ſome degree of acrimony, for it was on the 
faith of the Bank of England that | and a great many o- 
thers have taken them, and they were fo inimitably well 
done, that the niceſt Judges could not diſtinguiſh them.” 
Good God!“ ſaid Price, “ he muſt have been an inge- 
nious villain !-—W hat a complete old ſcoundrell ? 
But, though deception and'plunder were his leading paſ- 
| ffons, hardneſs of heart was by no means behind-hand in 
bis compoſttion, Price rejoiced in the fate of a man of ge- 
nius, who once ſtept out of the line of honeſty, and who, 
caught by ſurpriſe, would have put a period to his exiſtence 
at the moment of his apprehenſion ; but who, nears : 
principle, had reſolution, manhood, and Chriſtianity, ſuf- 
ficient to ſtand the terror of a legal diſſolution. We allude 
to Mr. Ryland, executed for forging an Eaſt-Iadia bond. 
This man, whoſe fate was much lamented, having been or- 
dered for execution, eur unfecling hero intreated the uſe of 
a dining-room window in Oxford-ſtreet, at the houſe of a 
gentleman whom he had defrauded in the ſame manner he 
had done Mr. Spilſbpury. On that day, at the proper time, 
Mr. Price attended; and, when Mr. Ryland paſſed, he 
dlaſted his memory with the commiſſion of the very forge- 
ries which he, as Price, had cemmitted, and, as Patch, 
had negotiated, * There,“ faid he, goes one of the molt , 
ingenious men in the world, but as wicked as he is ingeni- 
ous; he is the identical man who has done all the miſchicf 
in the character of Patch; he deferves his fate; and he would 
Conſeſs the fact, if he was not ia hopes of a reſpite; which 
de would have, perhaps, obtained, had not the directors 
been certain that it was charity to the public to let him ſuf- 
fer.” — Contraft this with his own conduct, and comment 
upon bis heart. Ryland died for one bffence, which he 
confeſſed : Price hung himſelf for ten thouſand, which, in 
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- . his laſt moments, he icpiouſly denied. | L 
There is one cixcumftance, which, though of afamilar. 
nature with his other deceptions, carries with it the air of oy 5 
"5 FF 
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; : 1 39 7 hy is 
velty, and, as he behaved in a moſt ſingular manner after the' 
fraud, we ſball here record it. 8 
la the foregoing part of the hiſtory, we mentioned. hiv 
. robbing Mr. R. of Knightſbridge. One in a family was 
1050 75 too little for Mr. Price, and therefore he determined 
that Mr. R's. brother, who lives in Oxford ſtreet, ſhould 

experience the effects of his ingenuity. He had been aften 
there as Mr, Price, had bought a variety of things, and 
was perfectly well known, He took the opportunity of calls, 
ing there one day, in a hackney- coach, diſguiſed as an old : 
man, and, bought ſome things. In a day or two afterwards. | 
he repeated it, and, on a third day, when he knew Mr. R. 
was from home, he came again, his face ſo painted that he 
| ſeemed perfectly in a yellow jaundice, The ſhopman, who 
cams from Mancheſter, and to whom he was full of com - 
- Plaints, told him that he had a receipt for that diſorder, 
written by a very-emineat. phyſician of that place, which 
had cured his father, of it, and offered him the preſcription. - 
Price accepted it, and promiſed that, if it ſucceeded, he 
would very liberally reward him for his -civility. Having 
got the receipt, away be drove, and ina few days called a- 
gain. Then he appeared perfectly free from the complaint, 
and acknowledged his great obligations to the ſhopman, to 
whom, after he had expatiated on his own ſubſtance, che 
-,.. ſhort time he had-to-live in the world, and the few relations 
| be had to leave any thing to, he made him a preſent of a 
Jol. bank- note. The reader. need not be told it was a 
>, counterfeit. one; but, at. the ſame time, he ſaid, that hae 
. wanted caſh for another, and, Mr. R. not being in the way, * 
the ſhopman ſtepped over to an oppoſite tradeſman, Mr., J. 


” 


- and N for it. The next day, having watched 

Mr. R's going out, Price called again, and intreated che 

lad to get five other 50 JI. notes changed for ſmall ones; 

who, telling him Mr. R. was not in the way, Price begged _ 

he would take them to his maſter's banker, and there get 

them changed. This requeſt the lad complied with. Ihe 
banker took them upſulpsRing)y, complied with his re- 

queſt, and they were given to Mr, Price. „„ 
In was not long. before theſe notes got to the Bank, ang 
were ſtopped. Enquiry took place, they were traced to the | 
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ee, "al thats to Mr. Rs. Tte nd was 

* and he told bis tory ; fufficiently enough, indeed for 
2 8 - = the ſolieitor of the Bank to know he had been impoſed 
dp Mr. Patch. The Bank tefuſing to take them, "he. 
2 1 12 had recourſe to Mr. R. who ikewiſe refuſed to re- 
lud the 2501. The cotifequence was, an action was 
"Brought againſt Mr. R. by the banker; it was ttied in the 
DDouft of Cee Pleas, in the city, before Lord Lough- 
_ "borough, and the banker obtained 2 verdi&. — Thys were 
* 2298 .the Mr. R's robbed'by their old acquaintance Price. 
3 Ad the cafe reſted here; it might not, perhaps, haye 
HS heed more ſtriking than the general” line of his conduct. 
But, Mr. R. Kritg communicated the tory to Price, he 
+ /. offered him all the affſtance in his power, and was «Qually 
KA Aprincipal agent in the fait. He not only adviſes, but at- 
| | ended the trial, and was the moſt active n procurthg wit- 
38 neſſes on the part of the defendant. | | 
51 The laſt fact we ſhall relate of him will en in in wha High 
OP N conſidered religion as well as 2 
lIlnule called on Mr. B. a bookſeller in ford. Net, with 
whom he was al acquainted, and bought a few etifles, in 
3 ; another diſpuiſe, In a few days he ſent for him to Greſſe- 
+ -* Nreet, and expatiated at large on the duties 3 ty. 
is 19 | Tbat he often ſougbt dut for objects of charity, eſpecially 
TH 155 thoſe who ſhewed their attachment to God, by a ehiihig * 


1 - divide ſervice. He then gave'an order to Mr. B. ſor certain 
1 ious books, gave him a 101. notę, and got the balante. 


II be books. indeed were ſent, but, luckily, at the time of 
tteir arrival, the officers were in Greffe-ftreet, on Mr. Spil - 
3 7 * tbury* s account, and thereby the propetty faved. Finally, 
"= dus this fraud had à reli ret caſt, alf e can fa * n 
Is 3 e 188 e deliver der ut 
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© "Vinkers, and theties to Mr. Rs. The lad was interrögs- 


ted, and he told his ſtory ; fufficiently enough, indeed; for 
= - the ſolicitor of the Bank to know he had been impoſed on 
dy Mr. Patch, The Bank refuſing to take them, the 
IC banker had recourſe to Mr. R: who licewiſe refuſed to rt= 
fauad the 2501. The confequence was, an action was 
| Brought againſt Mr. R. by the banker; it was ttied in the 
DOourt of Common Pleas, in the city, before Lord Loogh- 
4A - "borough, and the banker obtained 2 verdict. Thus were 
te two Mr. R's robbed by their old acquaintance Price. 
1 Had the cafe reſted here, it might not, perhaps, have 
been more ſtriking than the general line of his conduct. 
But, Mr. R. having communicated the ſtory to Price, he 
._+-/. offered him all che affiſtance in his power, and was actually 
| A principal agent in the fait, He not only adviſed, but at- 
.- "tended the trial, and was the moſt active in procuring wit- 
neſſes on the part of the defendant. OW 
I ᷑ꝰ 0be laſt fact we ſhall relate of him will ſhew in what Tight 
_ he conſidered religion as well as — nh”, WITTE 
a He called on Mr. B. a bookſeller in Oxford-ſtreet, with 
whom he was well acquainted, and bought a few ttifles, in 
08 another diſguiſe, In a few days he ſent for him to Greſſe- 
”. * -.  Rreet, and expatiated at large on the duties of Chriſtianity. 
Th bat he often ſought out for objects of charity, — 2 
| * © © thoſe who ſhewed their attachment to God, by attending 
divine ſervice, He then gave an order to Mr. B. for certain © 
picus books, gave him a 10l. notę, and got the balante. 
YET e books indeed were fent, but, luckily, at the time of 
= © theirarrival, the officers were in Greffe-ſtreet, on Mr. Spil- 
wdbbury's account, and thereby the property ſaved. Finally, 
2s this fraud had = religious caſt, all we can ſay is, from 


ſuch nnparalleled impoſtors good Lord deliver us! / 
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